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The New Pedestrian Footbridge
Have you seen the new pedestrian footbridge across Pennant 
Hills Road? It is a magnificent structure and such a wonderful 
facility for the safety of students at the six institutions that are 
now using it. This is an initiative of the State Government—
supported by our local member, Dr Geoff Lee—in response to 
years of lobbying by ourselves and other school leaders in our 
area, beginning with our founding Principal, Mr Noel Cannon, 
decades ago. This is, indeed, a wonderful answer to prayer!

Renovations and Buildings at the School Property
The significant renovation of Sargood Hall is almost complete. 
This has involved a new tiled roof, with the installation of insula-
tion that has greatly improved the effectiveness of the air-condi-
tioning system.

When you enter Sargood Hall, you will notice a big difference 
in the lighting. Our electrical consultant along with electrician, 
Guy Trevitt, has headed up a team that have transformed both 
the look of the hall and its illumination. The viewing from the 
gallery seats is now much improved by the new lights.

Other aspects of the Sargood Hall renovation involved much 
needed repair to some rotten timber and also extensive electri-
cal re-wiring.

We have a new building for the Preparatory School! It is located 
adjacent to the Year 1 classrooms and will be occupied by our 
Year 2 classes. This has been necessary due to increased enrol-
ments throughout the School.

HSC Results
40% of our 2017 Year 12 students were listed as Distinguished 
Achievers in the newspapers with a mark above 90% in Biology, 
Chemistry, Physics, Design & Technology, Mathematics Exten-
sion 1 & 2, Modern History, Music 1 & Extension, Construction 
and IT. These are great achievements from hard-working stu-
dents who all received offers of enrolment at university. We 
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Welcome to the 2018 School year!
We trust that you and your family had an enjoyable Christ-
mas and New Year and that the remainder of the holidays 
was worthwhile.



have great hope for their futures as they en-
ter a new phase of education and work.

Australia Day Award
On Australia Day, I attended a civic func-
tion in Parramatta’s Old Government House 
where Evette Khaziran (Year 11) was a finalist 
in the Australia Day Awards for Parramatta. 
Her work benefiting a colony of sugar glid-
ers in Redeemer’s riparian corridor—and 
her work with her student colleagues to-
wards the completion of the Oasis Ministries 
Centre to benefit Indigenous communities 
around Boggabilla—were recognised by the 
Mayor of Parramatta with a High Achiever 
Award in the Young Citizen of the Year cate-
gory. 

BHP Billiton Science & Engineering 
Awards
I am pleased to announce that two Redeem-
er students, Evette Khaziran (Year 11) and 
Lachlan Bolton (Year 12, 2017), have been 
selected as finalists in the prestigious BHP 
Billiton Foundation Science & Engineering 
Awards. They are travelling to Melbourne 
this weekend for an all expenses paid sci-
ence camp during which their research will 
be reviewed by some of Australia’s best sci-
entists. CSIRO has released a video on their 
projects at: 

• https://vimeo.com/253349506

• https://vimeo.com/253567847 

NSW Junior High Schools STEM and 
iSTEM Competitions
The University of Wollongong Faculty of 
Engineering and Information Sciences has 
advised that eleven Redeemer students have 
won major STEM awards, including: 

• Gokulraj Kuppusamy, Antonio Kwok, 
Steve Jung, Thomas Portelli (Year 9)

• Khelsie Thompson, Brooke Akele (Year 
10)

• Telisha Petrick, Gilana Behan, Bilge 
Zohre, Junior Savaiko, Evette Khaziran 
(Year 11). 

The presentation evening for these awards 
will be held at the University of Wollongong 
on Friday, 16th February.

Visiting Redeemer students in China and 
Hong Kong
During this last holiday, our Headmaster 
(Russell Bailey) has been travelling through 
China and Hong Kong, visiting the families 
of past and present students, and forging 

some relationships with Christian schools 
overseas. The strong bond of community in 
the School was expressed in the magnan-
imous hospitality, kindness and friendship 
of past and present student families that he 
was able to visit.

In Hong Kong, Russell was invited to inspect 
the business which is being run by one of 
our alumni students, Keith Lam, who matric-
ulated from Year 12 in 2000 and then stud-
ied Science and Engineering at University. 
His business provides frozen foods for cater-
ing to hospitals, universities and restaurants 
with nine trucks continuously delivering food 
to establishments across Hong Kong every 
day of the week. He recently relocated his 
business to the 12th floor of a vertical factory 
complex. Keith was proud of the engineer-
ing design of his new factory and adjoining 
offices. 

But what was interesting were the certifi-
cates that lined the wall behind Keith’s desk. 
Prominently displayed for all to see were 
certificates displaying his life at Redeemer. 
There was the High Distinction in the Austra-
lian Mathematics Competition Maths Chal-
lenge and there was a Certificate of Rec-
ognition from our founding Principal, Noel 
Cannon, for Keith’s achievement in being 
the first Redeemer student to be selected to 
represent Australia at the Intel International 
Science & Engineering Fair. With his Re-
deemer classmate, Marbury Lau, Keith won a 
Team Award 2nd prize for the design of the 
Millennium Refrigerator. Keith spoke of his 
thankfulness for all that his life at Redeemer 
has given him, especially the hope that he 
has because of his ongoing relationship with 
Jesus Christ, who he discovered whilst here 
at Redeemer—and he delights to share that 
hope with others in his family, in his church, 
and with friends and acquaintances in his 
city.
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Week 2: 
Monday, February 5th to Friday, February 9th Swim & Survive Program, Pre-
paratory School (Kindergarten–Year 4) This program is initiated by the Royal Life 
Saving Society of Australia and allows students to achieve proficiency in water 
safety. 

 
Tuesday, February 6th to Friday February 9th – Post-Report Interviews,  
Semester 2, 2017 parents/guardians who require consultation with teachers 
regarding their child’s/children’s progress as indicated by the Semester 2, 2017 
reports may contact Sharron at the Principal’s Office on 9630 6311 and arrange 
an interview. Interviews are conducted after school in Blackwood. 

 
Friday, February 9th – Family Film Night, Library Quadrangle.
Students stay after school for activities with class teachers, to be joined by their 
families for a meal together, an opportunity to look at classrooms, and then an 
enjoyable film together under the stars. Details of the Family Film Night will be 
outlined in a separate newsletter. 

Weeks 3 & 4:
Thursday, February 15th to Friday, February 23rd: Module Two Camp, Years 
9 & 10. This is the first of our School camps for 2018. Details and permission 
notes will be provided in a separate newsletter. Please note that during this 
period there will be no School Bus service (buses operated by Redeemer Baptist 
School) and no canteen service.

Thursday, February 22nd – Sydney Symphony Orchestra, Meet the Music, 
Concert 1. This is the first of the Sydney Symphony concerts at the Sydney Op-
era House we will be attending in 2018 as part of our Music program. Years 11 
and 12 will attend this concert.

Week 5:
Wednesday, February 28th – School Swimming Carnival, Kindergarten to 
Year 12. All interested parents/guardians are invited to attend this event and 
support their children as they enjoy a day of competition. 

Week 6:
Monday, March 5th – Parent/Guardian Information Evening for students in 
the Senior School. Details of this Information Evening for students in Years 9–12 
will be issued in a later newsletter. We require at least one parent/guardian to 
attend for each student enrolled in the Senior School (Years 9-12).

Please refer to the Calendar on the School 
Website for other events next term.
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Week 7:
Monday, March 12th – Parent/Guardian Information Evening for students in 
the Middle School. Once again, details of this Information Evening for students 
in Years 5–8 will be issued in later. We require at least one parent/guardian to 
attend for each student enrolled in the Middle School (Years 5-8).

 
There are other events and dates that we will outline in other correspondence 
but these are the noteworthy ones to assist you in planning the immediate weeks 
ahead.

For those families joining us for the first time in 2018, we warmly welcome you to 
the Redeemer Baptist School community. The events outlined above will assist 
you in getting to know us and assist us in getting to know you!

Our School does not primarily run on programs. We first and foremost run on 
prayer. We are a community who seeks to serve and honour our Saviour, Jesus 
Christ, as we seek to serve and honour you, our School families.

We invite all of you to join us in praying for these precious children who are the 
future of our wider community — pray for their education and pray for the devel-
opment of character that, in Gospel terms, seeks the best for the other person: 
“to do to others whatever you would like them to do to you” (Matthew 7:12).

Yours sincerely

J A Cannon
Principal

Please refer to the Calendar on the School 
Website for other events next term.

Copies of the 2018 School Calendar are 
available for purchase from the bookstore


